
Community-led Planning Update 

March 2024 

 

This month’s update highlights our newly published guidance on the community-led planning 

process, gives details of the upcoming peer support session and includes our regular feature 

of an example Local Place Plan. Keep reading to find out more! 

 

Local Place Plan guidance 

One message I frequently hear is the need 

for clear guidance and templates, to help 

community-led planning groups know 

what they are aiming for and to set out a 

roadmap of how to get there.  

While there is already Scotland-wide 

guidance available on how to develop a 

Local Place Plan on the Our Place website, 

there was a gap for locally relevant 

guidance, which also set out what support 

and resources there are available at each 

stage in the Scottish Borders. 

You can download our guide here 

The format follows a five-stage process 

which is outlined in the image. It is not intended to be a rigid structure and there may well be 

cycling back and forth between stages. The guide is an evolving document which Borders 

Community Action can update as we learn more about this process together. The support and 

resources offered through our pilot project are intended to be responsive to need and locally 

adaptable, so if you need support with something which is not mentioned, please let us know 

and we will see what we can do. 

This is a guide to the process, rather than to the content of a Local Place Plan. We are awaiting 

official guidance on this from SBC Planning. In the meantime, there is guidance available from 

the Scottish Government and also a clear and helpful guide available from the Berwickshire 

Area Partnership. 

https://www.transformingplanning.scot/media/2236/draft-how-to-guide-pdf-format.pdf
https://borderstsi.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Local-Place-Plans-A-guide-for-community-groups-Borders-Community-Action.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/circular-1-2022-local-place-plans/
https://borderstsi.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Berwickshire-Area-Partnership-Local-Place-Plan-Guidance.pdf
https://borderstsi.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Berwickshire-Area-Partnership-Local-Place-Plan-Guidance.pdf


There is also guidance for Borderlands towns (Eyemouth, Jedburgh, Galashiels and Hawick) 

on the content of their Local Place Plans, which have additional requirements, available on 

request from beth@borderscommunityaction.org.uk  

 

Peer support network 

The next support network session will take place on Thursday 25th April, 6-8pm, online. The 

session will feature presentations on the process for registration of Local Place Plans and on 

tools for community engagement. 

These sessions are for anyone in the Scottish borders who is involved in community-led 

planning. They are a collaboration between Borders Community Action (BCA) and Scottish 

Borders Council (SBC), with BCA convening the sessions and SBC providing technical support 

and some of the presentations. They replace the SBC “placemaking” peer webinars. 

There will also be space for networking and updates on how things are going in your area.  

For further details and to register click here. 

Further sessions will be held on the following dates, with more details to follow: 

• Thursday 6 June 2024 

• Thursday 15 August 2024 

 

Local Place Plan of the month 

This month we are featuring Linlithgow Local Place Plan. 

According to the government guidance, LPPs should “have regard” for the NPF4 (the new 

National Planning Framework), the Local Development Plan and any locality plans covering 

the same area. Demonstrating how wider plans are reflected at a local level in your plan can 

seem a daunting task, so it is helpful to see how others have approached this.  

Linlithgow LPP categorically states how it 

has met this requirement on P.4 and 

woven throughout the plan are references 

to national policy reflected in the NPF4. 

Catch-phrases which will stand out to 

funders and local planning authorities are 

worth taking time to get familiar with, such 

as 20-minute neighbourhoods, Community 

Wealth Building, Town Centre Living and 

sustainable places. 

Picture credit: Nessy 

mailto:beth@borderscommunityaction.org.uk
https://borderstsi.org.uk/clp/
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/70d8e620-d700-4cd5-8bc5-7f84dd60718d@89ed32a2-9b6b-41db-bb6f-376ec8fcd11d
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/media/59853/Local-Place-Plan-Linlithgow/pdf/Linlithgow_Local_Place_Plan.pdf
https://www.ourplace.scot/about-place/themes/20-minute-neighbourhoods-home/20-minute-neighbourhoods
https://regionaleconomicdevelopment.scot/our_work/community-wealth-building/
https://regionaleconomicdevelopment.scot/our_work/community-wealth-building/
https://www.landcommission.gov.scot/news-events/news/town-centre-living-affordable-housing-affordable-living?p_slug=news
https://www.globalgoals.org/goals/11-sustainable-cities-and-communities/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Burgh_Halls_%26_Cross_Well,_Linlithgow.jpg


Check out our community-led planning webpage which is packed with resources and tools 

to support you and links to previous updates. 

Warmly, 

Beth 

 

Capacity Building Lead - Community-led Planning 

Berwickshire and Cheviot 

Web: https://borderstsi.org.uk/clp/ 

Email:  beth@borderscommunityaction.org.uk  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BordersCA 

Phone: 0300 124 7522 
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